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FEATURE: THE GALLOPING
EVOLUTION IN SEAHORSES
by Stephen Salome

Without a doubt, the seahorse belongs to Darwin's
"endless forms most beautiful." Its body form is one
of a kind. It has neither a tail nor pelvic fin, it swims
vertically, bony plates reinforce its entire body and
it has no teeth, a rare feature in fish.





Michael is a conductor, composer and a Fulbright
Scholar from Dublin, Ireland.
He has conducted many award-winning choirs, and
under his direction, National University of Ireland
Maynooth Chamber Choir became the first Irish
Choir to win the prestigious "Choir of the World"
competition at the Llangollen International
Eisteddfod in Wales.

DIRECTOR'S WELCOME

Michael is currently in the final stages of completing a Doctorate of Musical Arts in
Ch

As a singer, Michael spent five years touring with the internationally renowned
choral group Anúna. Michael regularly facilitates workshops with choirs nationally
and internationally, and is sought-after as a judge, and as a coach. In 2014 Michael
founded the Fingal Academy of Music which provides instrument and voices tuition
to over one thousand two hundred students.
Michael is delighted to present his vision of a new music festival that will bring
people together and give them a platform to share their culture through stories and
song.
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The BRICK Room 

10 Railway Street 

Balbriggan



FESTIVAL LAUNCH 

3 FRIENDSHIP CONCERTS
THURSDAY 12TH OF MARCH 7:30PM

  
ST PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH, BALBRIGGAN, FEATURING:

 
LES VOIX BORÉALES (MONTREAL, CANADA)

BALBRIGGAN GOSPEL CHOIR (IRELAND)
 FINGAL YOUTH CHOIR (IRELAND)
FINGAL GOSPEL CHOIR (IRELAND)

CÓR FINGAL (IRELAND)

 MILLBANK THEATRE RUSH, FEATURING: 
 PROVIDENCE HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR (USA)

 LUSK COMMUNITY CHOIR (IRELAND)
 

 ST SYLVESTER'S CHURCH MALAHIDE, FEATURING: 
SALUTARIS (BELARUS) 

LADY BARBALADE (IRELAND) 





ADJUDICATORS

DR NICK STRIMPLE 
Professor USC Thornton School of Music

Nick Strimple is a composer, conductor, scholar and author whose interests
include twentieth century music, Jewish music, the music of Dvořák and other
Czech composers, the aesthetics of sacred music and virtually all aspects of choral
music. He is the author of two critically acclaimed books,  Choral Music in the
Twentieth Century (2002) and Choral Music in the Nineteenth Century (2008). Dr.
Strimple is recognized internationally for his work with music related to the
Holocaust. He has lectured on the subject at Yale University, Oxford University,
Wellesley College, University of Miami, the Oregon Bach Festival, the Simon
Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies, the Krakow Jewish Culture Festival and
other distinguished institutions.

CHERRY HARTSHORN  
Chair of Guild of Judges, BABS

Cherry is a certified BABS Singing Judge and current Chair of BABS Contest and
Judging Team. She also serves as IABS Director of Music Services, shaping and
guiding Barbershop education events throughout Ireland. Her Barbershop journey
began in Coventry over 30 years ago where she founded and directed Belles of
Three Spires ladies Barbershop chorus who celebrated their 30th birthday last
year. Cherry also sang Lead in Cinnamon, LABBS Novice award winning Quartet. In
1996 she was awarded a BHS scholarship to Directors College in USA - the
experience was life changing and cemented her life long commitment to the
barbershop art form. Cherry moved to Ireland some 22 years ago and founded and
directed the award-winning chorus, Ireland Unlimited, leading them to success in
TG4's Án Cór competition and achieving highest scoring ensemble at Cork
International Choral Festival on two occasions and represented Ireland in
Holland, Spain and UK. Two years ago she founded and now directs a mixed 
Barbershop chorus, Munster Mix in West Cork. Cherry is excited and delighted, in
equal parts, to be part of the first Fingal International Festival of Voice and wishes
everyone who is participating in any way an exhilarating and joyous experience!

WE ARE THRILLED TO HAVE A BRILLIANT PANEL OF EXPERT ADJUDICATORS
FROM ALL ACROSS THE VOCAL MUSIC WORLD.

DR JOHN O'KEEFFE
Director of Sacred Music, NUI Maynooth 

Dr John O'Keeffe, is Director of Sacred Music at St. Patrick's College, Maynooth,
and Director of Choral Groups at Maynooth University. Editor of the liturgical
music collection  Feasts and Seasons  he is a member of the  Irish Episcopal
Advisory Committee on Church Music, and was actively involved in preparations
relating to the revised musical texts of the third edition of the Roman Missal over
recent years.  Dr O’Keeffe is co-director of the Masters Degree in Liturgical Music
programme and is course convenor and teacher on the NUIM Diploma in Church
Music, offered in conjunction with the National Centre for Liturgy.



ADAM SCOTT  
Barbershop Harmony Society Music Judge

Adam Scott owns a private music studio in northern Utah. He holds a M.M. in Choral
conducting and a B.A. in music composition. Previous to this he worked as
music educator and editor of music publications for the Barbershop Harmony Society. He
has collaborated with composers and arrangers including Dr. Kirby Shaw and Deke
Sharon. He has been a certified Music judge since 2016. Adam has written and/or
arranged over five hundred pieces of music, including hundreds of custom compositions
or arrangements for individual ensembles. His classical music is sung by many High
Schools and colleges in North America. He is published by MusicSpoke, Music House
Publications, Sheet Music Plus, andhis own private studio.Adam lives in Lindon, UT with
his wife, Bethany, and four (loud) boys.

DR ROISÍN BLUNNIE 
Professor, Dublin City University

Dr Róisín Blunnie is a choral conductor and assistant professor in Music at Dublin City
University. Together with her colleague, the composer Seán Doherty, Róisín leads
DCU's MA in Choral Studies, a new, part-time programme combining academic and
practical studies in conducting, choral leadership, and composition. Róisín studied
choral conducting with Prof Péter Erdei and Dr Katalin Kiss at the Kodály Institute in
Hungary, and completed her PhD in Music at Trinity College in Dublin. She conducts
the Dublin-based chamber choir Laetare Vocal Ensemble, and the the DCU Lumen
Chorale. She is currently producing Laetare Vocal Ensemble's second album, entitled
'Ghost Songs: Contemporary Music and Words from Ireland', due for release shortly
on the Métier label.

ADJUDICATORS

DR BERNIE SHERLOCK
DIT Conservatory of Music

Bernie Sherlock is a leading choral conductor who has won prizes for her conducting
in Finland, Hungary, Belgium, Italy, Slovenia and Ireland. Her adjudication and
workshop engagements have taken her around Europe and to the US, Canada and
China. Bernie studied conducting with Ildiko Herboly-Kocsar and Peter Erdei at the
Liszt Academy in Hungary, and with Gerhard Markson in Dublin. Following her BA in
music from Trinity College Dublin she earned Masters (NUI Maynooth) and Doctorate
(RIAM/DCU) degrees in conducting. Bernie is the founder-conductor of the
international award-winning chamber choir New Dublin Voices, critically acclaimed
for its innovative concert programming and recordings. Bernie has extensive
experience conducting a wide range of choirs and choral societies. She is a Lecturer in
Music at the TU Dublin Conservatoire where she is also director of the TU Chamber
Choir and Youth Choir. She is the representative for Ireland on the World Choir
Council, and in summer 2020 she will adjudicate at the World Choir Games which
brings together 600 choirs in the world’s largest choral competition.



PRIMARY SCHOOLS/CHILDREN’S FOLK MUSIC 
11 AM
Balbriggan Educate Together NS
The Supertones
St Molaga's Junior Choir
Fingal Children's Choir

SECONDARY SCHOOLS/YOUTH NATIONAL 
1PM
Fingal Youth Choir
Codetta Youth 
Wesley College Senior Choir
St. Mary's High School Chamber Choir
Maynooth Education Campus Chamber Choir
Providence Chorale
Loreto Balbriggan Senior Choir
Les Voix Boréales 

FRIDAY COMPETITIONS

SECONDARY SCHOOLS/YOUTH FOLK  
 11 AM
Fingal Youth Choir
Les Voix Boréales
Providence Chorale

PRIMARY SCHOOLS/CHILDREN’S NATIONAL 
1PM
  St. Molaga's Senior Choir
Naul National School 
St Columba's National School Choir
The Supertones
Tullyallen Primary School Choir
Fingal Children's Choir
Balinteer Youth Choir 

NATIONAL WORKPLACE CHOIR OF THE YEAR 
7 PM
The Isobars (at Met Eireann)
Alltech Workplace choir
Central Bank of Ireland Banknotes
BTA'S (Brown Thomas and Arnotts Choir)
EY Workplace Choir
Hubsport Choir
AIB Choir 

BALBRIGGAN COMMUNITY CENTREST PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH



SMALL ENSEMBLE COMPETITION  
ST GEORGE'S CHURCH 10 AM
Aeterna 
La La Lads
Euphonics
Mixed Blessings
Ascolta Vocal Ensemble

SACRED MUSIC COMPETITION 
ST PETER & PAUL CHURCH 11 AM
Continuum Youth Choir
The Carraig Dove Chamber Choir 
Dublin Airport Singers
St Peter & Paul's Church Choir
Stellar!
Cór Fingal
Lambay Singers
Dolce
Cantairí Óga Átha Cliath
Salutaris 
Skerries Sea Sharps
Codetta
The Ramparts

BARBERSHOP QUARTET
ST GEORGE'S CHURCH 12.30PM
Lady Barbalade
La La Lads
The sandbars 
Mixed Blessings
The Five Lamps 
4 Piece Suite
The Bit PLayers
ONe Time

NON COMPETITION - 
BALBRIGGAN COMMUNITY CENTRE 4PM
Balrbiggan Gospel Choir
Portmarnock Singers
West Wicklow Voices 
Balrothery Junior Singers
Harmony Federation

FOLK MUSIC COMPETITION  
BALBRIGGAN COMMUNITY CENTRE 10 AM
Cantairí Óga Átha Cliath
Cór Fingal 
Friendly voices
Salutaris
Skerries Sea Sharps
Stellar!
The Ramparts
Voices of the Boyne

BARBERSHOP CHORUS 
BALBRIGGAN COMMNUNITY CENTRE 12.30PM
Serendipity
The Ramparts
Tone Cold Sober
Sea Sharps
Blingmasters
HArmony Federation

OPEN MUSIC COMPETITION 
ST PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH 4PM
Codetta Youth Choir
The Carraig Dove Chamber Choir
Continuum Youth Choir
Dublin Airport Singers
Salutaris
Cantairí Óga Átha Cliath
Fingal Gospel Choir

SATURDAY COMPETITIONS



FRIDAY 3.30 - 5PM
WORKSHOP FOR CHILDREN'S CHOIRS , YOUTH CHOIRS & DIRECTORS
Three separate workshops with expert facilitators where groups come together to learn and
have fun!

SATURDAY 12PM - 1PM
INDIAN CLASSICAL MUSIC & PERCUSSION
This exciting workshop will introduce participants to the colourful world of Indian Classical
Music. Hosted by Koushik and supported by the Fingal Ethnic Network.

SATURDAY 2PM - 3.30PM
STORYTELLING WITH CANDLELIT TALES
This workshop is designed around the principles of Game-Based Learning as interactive
games where students of all ages are introduced to the concepts and principles of
storytelling experientially rather than intellectually, letting them explore and play deep ideas
in a secure, enjoyable experience

SUNDAY 10 AM - 11.30AM
BARBERSHOP MASTERCLASS WITH ADAM SCOTT & BLINGMASTERS
Barbershop Harmony Society music judge and educator, Adam Scott will work with one of
Ireland's top choruses, Blingmasters in an open masterclass. Come along for expert tips and
advice, top quality coaching and great music to enjoy

WORKSHOPS 

SUNDAY 11.30AM - 12.30PM
SAY THIS  NOT THAT WITH ADAM SCOTT
Adam Scott, Music Judge with the Babrershop Harmony Society presents a
lecture for teachers, directors and singers. Get tips on how to explain
singing and music concepts and how to effectively communicate with
group in a way that is understood by all. 

SUNDAY 1PM - 2PM
THE AGEING VOICE WITH MICHAEL  T. DAWSON



FULL PAGE
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FESTIVAL PAVILION
 

The Festival Pavilion on Church Street will open from 10am Saturday and Sunday with
food trucks and ample seating, as well as activities for all the family.

THE BIG DIG
Creative and hands-on learning for our younger generation. This mobile excavation
site allows children and young adults to explore the Viking world through a
simulated archaeology dig.

BIG BEAR PLANETARIUM 
Big Bear Planetariums brings to you an exciting exploration of the universe
presented by Carl O'Beirnes, one of Ireland’s leading astronomers &
astrophotographers.

FOOD TRUCKS
Hot and tasty food with ample indoor seating in the pavilion all day Saturday and
Sunday. 

PAVILION STAGE
Our Pavilion Stage will host the final of the Busking Competition as well as various
Pop-up performances and impromptu sing alongs across the weekend.



Singing Trail



FESTIVAL CLUB 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY FROM 7PM
Festival Club will be open from 7pm on Friday and Saturday
night in the Bracken Court Hotel. We look forward to
welcoming participants and guests to relax, meet other guests
and perhaps share a song or a story. On Friday night we are
hosting a céilí from 8:30pm with trad band and Ceili caller. We
hope to see you all there!

EVENTS
CANDLELIT TALES FOR ADULTS - FRIDAY 7PM
CANDLELIT TALES FOR KIDS - SATURDAY 6.30PM
Saint Patrick is said to have converted the Pagan Irish to
Christianity. But what did the Pagan Irish have to say about
that? Come and hear the story of what happened when
pagan warrior poets and Christian monks talked philosophy,
the lengths we’ll go to to prove we’re telling the truth, and
how the Devil herself got run out of town.

SONG CIRCLE - WITH MALAHIDE SINGING CIRCLE
SATURDAY / SUNDAY 2.30PM - 4.30PM
Join in the sng circle, sing a song or simply listen to others 
 share stories through song in O Shea's Pub.

BALBRIGGAN BRASS AND REED BAND
 SUNDAY 1.30PM
The Balbriggan Brass and Reed Band  entertain the public at
the Family Festival Pavilion on Saturday at  

CLIFFORD - LIGHTLEY ACADEMY OF DANCE 
SUNDAY 3PM
Visit the Festival Pavilion to see students of the Clifford lively
show off their Irish Dancing skills on Sunday 3pm in the Family
Festival Pavilion.

CÉILÍ DANCING & TRADITIONAL IRISH MUSIC  
FRIDAY 8.30PM
Come along to an evening of Irish Music and ceili dancing.
With world renowned traditional Irish musicinas, Ryan Molloy
on piano, Claire Sherry on Banjo, Sarah May Rogers on  fiddle
 Dave Sheridan on Flute, with professional Ceili caller Louise
O'Connor. Join us, have the craic and dance the night away.



BUSKING COMPETITION  
FINAL SATURDAY  5PM
Buskers are performing at the Millfield Shopping Centre and
Balbriggan Square. The final performance will take place at the
Festival Pavilion stage and will be adjudicated  by award winning
singer, composer,  songwriter  and  record producer  Julie Feeney.
The winner will go home with a top prize of €500. Come cheer
them on from 4pm! 

EVENTS
SINGING TRAIL 
ALL DAY SATURDAY 
Check out our singing trail timetble on page 4. Visit local
businesses as their stores become live venues throughout the
day!

TRÚ CONCERT 
SUNDAY 5PM
TRÚ will perform in St. George's Church on Sunday 15 March
2020. Come along for a brilliant concert check out all the info
on the next page.

Cassidy Travel

Shpace for another

yoke



Fingal International Festival of Voices is delighted to welcome folk trio TRÚ to close
this year's festival. TRÚ has been steadily building a fan base both nationally and
internationally and boasts high-profile fans including Moya Brennan of Clannad. 

We cannot wait to hear TRÚ sing in the intimate and beautiful setting of St. George's
Church.The trú was a mythological trio of poet-musicians in ancient Ulster. They
were revered throughout ancient Ireland, some believing their songs and stories
came to them from the future. Others maintained that the trú were possessed by
spirits during performance. As such, they were considered gatekeepers to the
Otherworld. It’s here where Northern Irish trio ‘TRÚ’ draw their inspiration. The
band’s song selection relies on the melodic and lyrical calibre of songs that stand the
test of time. Drawing comparisons in the national media with contemporary folk
groups like Ye Vagabonds and Lankum, there is a sense that TRÚ's interpretation of
these old songs are inspiring something that will last.

Dónal Kearney, Zach Trouton and Michael Mormecha are all seasoned artists in their
own right, united by a passionate appreciation of the material they perform. Their
mesmerising live show highlights TRÚ’s performance skills, the craft of their
arrangements and the sheer power of their storytelling. There is nothing traditional
about TRÚ except the songs themselves.

TRÚ will perform in St. George's Church on Sunday 15 March 2020.

“Absolutely amazing!” - Moya Brennan, Clannad
“Stunning vocals!” - Ruth Smith, RTÉ
”Right on the edge, where folk meets the rest.” - David Lyttle, MOBO Award nominee
”Amazing.” - Lynette Fay, BBC
"Stunning." - Sam Lee, Mercury Prize nominee

TRÚ



IRISH INSTITUTE OF MUSIC & SONG









The life of this song began with a small book about Balbriggan I lifted in Bedford House when
I first visited Church Street in summer 2019. Discovering the wealth of history and stories
about the town, I knew there was most certainly a song to be found in there... and it
wouldn't be long before it announced itself.

For the festival, Artistic Director Michael T. Dawson wanted to create an opportunity for a
collective singing experience that everyone could participate in. Our idea was to compose a
new melody and a fresh lyric to create a new song; a piece of music belonging to all the
people of Fingal and something that might be sung during the festival. On this basis, Michael
commissioned me to write an anthem for the festival.

In my research, I explored the epic poem "Fingal" by Scottish poet James Macpherson.
Interestingly, 18th Century readers of that poem believed the text was part of an oral
tradition dating to c.300 CE and that the original story had been composed by a mythological
blind poet called Ossian. In fact, Macpherson made it all up, compiling from various disparate
oral sources. Apparently, Napoleon Bonaparte and Tomas Jeferson were big fans of Ossian's
"Fingal" and were known to own copies.

This is fascinating, but the crux of the song's story comes from the Irish term  Fine Gall,
known today as Fingal - Ireland's most densely populated county.  Fine Gall  translates as
"Foreign Tribe";  Fine  means "tribe" or "people", while  Gall  traditionally refers to non-Irish
peoples, specifically the Vikings in medieval Ireland.

This anthem tells of a stranger approaching Balbriggan harbour in a small boat. It has been a
stormy night, and the sea is calm now. The stranger might be a man or woman, a warrior or a
poet, a mother or an orphan - and they arrive. weary, after a long westward journey.

Seeing the approaching boat, the locals drop their weapons and welcome the stranger as one
of their own. They feast and sing by the harbour wall, proclaiming that all are welcome to
their shores. The repeating ostinato Flúirse talamh is mara comes directly from the Coat of
Arms of Fingal County Council. It translates as "Abundance / Wealth of Land and Sea". Such is
the local pride of this beautiful region.

This arrangement by Eoin Conway is an anthem for all to sing, a new song belonging to
everyone who now calls Fingal their home. True to Michael's vision for the festival, it is a
song that celebrates diversity and inclusion.

 Fáilte Fine Gall!

FESTIVAL ANTHEM 
BY THE HARBOUR WALL



EOIN CONWAY I ARRANGER
Eoin Conway is one of Ireland’s finest arrangers of choral music, with works performed or
recorded by New Dublin Voices, the UCD Choral Scholars, the choir of Christ Church
Cathedral Dublin, the Norwegian Soloists’ Choir, and many more. As a professional singer
and conductor, Eoin has a deep understanding of how voices work, how to show a choir in
its best light, and how to write music that is both easy to learn and gratifying to sing. 

“My musical influences all find a way into my arrangements somewhere. For example, I’ve sung early
music and Renaissance polyphony for years in choirs, and this influence comes out in the form of
smooth melodic lines, and expressive use of dissonance. I sing a lot of barbershop, and that influence
comes out in the vertical sonority, wanting to balance the chords so that they ring and resonate, and
also in the need to prioritise the text, looking for the sounds that will best express the story I’m trying to
tell. I played jazz piano in a couple of bands, so some jazz harmony will often bubble to the surface. And
I’ve always loved film scores, so I think my music has a certain visual quality to it, in my head I’m always
accompanying images suggested by the song.”

You can hear some of Eoin’s arrangements on the CDs Make We Merry by New Dublin
Voices, Perpetual Twilight by the UCD Choral Scholars, Hide and Seek by 4 in a Bar, and also
during this festival. Some of his pieces are published by Cailino Music Publishers and Seolta
Music, but Eoin is also available to write custom arrangements, tailored to suit your
ensemble. 

“I’ve never been a fan of arrangements that are just like the original but with extra vocal parts, or with
instrumental parts transcribed for voices. I want to take the song and rewrite it for choir, to create
something new.” 

* POP ARRANGEMENTS
* FOLKSONGS
* BARBERSHOP
* A CAPPELLA
* HOLIDAY
* CLASSICAL

For more info visit 
www.eoinconwaymusic.com
or contact eoinconwaymusic@gmail.com















FINGAL YOUTH CHOIR  
CONDUCTOR EOIN CONWAY

Fingal Youth Choir, conducted by Eoin Conway, is a dynamic group of young singers, each contributing his
or her own voice to the collective whole. They were a featured choir at Dublin International Choral
Festival 2018 and also sang under David Brophy in St. Patrick's Cathedral. In March 2019, inspired by the
work of Pieta House, the singers of FYC decided to support them by raising money. They chose to do so
by recording and filming a song by Swedish DJ Avicii, who died by suicide. Their video featuring the song
"Fade into Darkness" has reached over 10,000 people on Facebook and YouTube. In April 2019 they went
on an international tour to Berlin, Germany, where they performed in the iconic St. Marienkirche on
Alexanderplatz. To finish the year in style, they took home a prize from Navan Choral Festival 2019.

BALBRIGGAN EDUCATE TOGETHER NATIONAL SCHOOL
 CONDUCTOR CECELIA GAVIGAN

Balbriggan Educate Together National School Choir consists of 3rd, 4th 5th and 6th class boys and girls.
Internal to the school we take part in our yearly Winter Concert and Irish Festival as well supporting 
other events throughout the school year.  Externally, we take part in Cór Fhéile na Scol every year, as well
as a "Music Meet" with St Mologa's NS in June every year. This will be the first competitive concert that
our current choir members have taken part in.  We are very excited and proud to be a part of this local
festival.

THE SUPERTONES 
CONDUCTOR JULIE SHANLEY

The Supertones childrens' choir is a fun and diverse musical group open to all children aged 7 to 12 years
old. The choir was founded in 2011 by David Brophy the then Music Director of Dún Laoghaire Choral
Society. The SuperTones rehearse in Monkstown, Co Dublin, on Thursdays from 5.30 - 7pm. Rehearsals
are led by superstar conductor Julie Shanley, Supertones Music Director. The kids adore her and her
enthusiasm, professionalism and innovative teaching methods make the Supertones rehearsals and
performances a joy for the children of the choir.

LES VOIX BORÉALES
CONDUCTOR PHILIPPE OSTIGUY

Les Voix Boreals is a Choir of about 170 girls from 8-17, Les Voix Boréales is part of Les Petits Chanteurs
de Laval, a non-profit organization made up of three choirs (Les Voix Boréales, Les Petits Chanteurs de
Laval and Le Choeur des Jeunes de Laval), which represents the largest Quebec choral organization with
more than 350 boys and girls aged between 8 and 27. Under the musical and artistic direction of Philippe
Ostiguy, the choristers collaborated with some of the greatest artists such as Céline Dion, The Tenors, Le
Cirque du Soleil, the Opéra de Montréal, the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal and the Orchestre
symphonique de Laval. They have performed numerous tours in Canada, the United States, Europe and
Asia.  In Spring 2019, Les Voix Boréales won the prestigious Grand Prize at the contest Sing'n'Joy
Princeton 2019 (New Jersey, US) of the American International Choral Festival (Interkultur).

PARTICIPATING GROUPS

PROVIDENCE CHORALE 
CONDUCTOR JENNIFER HUDSON

Providence Chorale is a mixed choral group of high school students from Providence School of
Jacksonville. This award-winning group has had the privilege of singing with Susan Boyle, the National
Tour of Video Games Live, and with many other great soloists and groups from around the country. In
2016, they traveled to London on tour and took home the Gold in the WorldStrides Choral Competition.
They have sung with the National Youth Choir at Carnegie Hall in New York City, at the inauguration
festival of President Trump in Washington D.C., at the World War II Memorial in New Orleans, and at the
Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina. The Chorale is directed by Providence alumna Jennifer
Hudson, where she has served as the Director of Choral Activities for the past eight years.



ST MOLAGA'S JUNIOR CHOIR
CONDUCTORSPATRICIA HEGARTY & AMY ALLEN

St Molaga's School Choir was established in 1992 by Patricia Hegarty. In 2008, it split into Junior and
Senior Choirs as the school community grew. The choir sings annually at school liturgies, community
events and concerts. They have been prizewinners at the Drogheda Youth Choral Festival, Balbriggan
Summerfest and Feis Ceoil. Children from St Molaga’s Choir sang and recorded all the songs and
hymns on the Religious Education ALIVE-O CD’s from 1996 to 2004.  They sang to over one million
viewers when they performed ‘Winter Wonderland’ on the Late Late Toy Show, officially bringing the
‘big snow’ of 2010.

FINGAL CHILDREN'S CHOIR 
CONDUCTOR CLAIRE SHEEDY

Fingal Children's Choir was established as part of the Fingal Academy of Music Choral Program. Set up
in 2013, Fingal choral programme was designed to provide a platform for children and  teenagers to
develop their voice, strengthen  their musicianship and interact via cultural  exchanges with other
singing groups from around the world. the children range in age from 8-13 and come from a variety of
schools around the area. They have won prizes in both the Navan and Kilcoole music festivals.

NAUL NATIONAL SCHOOL 
CONDUCTOR AMANDA MOORE AND SARAH WATTERS

Naul national school choir are a mixed choir of over 30 children. The choir was founded in 2019 and is
conducted by Amanda Moore and Sarah Watters. Naul National School a small rural national school with
approx 140 children attending, and they are delighted to have their choir participating in the Festival. 

PARTICIPATING GROUPS

CODETTA YOUTH 
CONDUCTOR DÓNAL DOHERTY

Codetta Junior and Youth Choirs were launched in September 2017 to provide a choral pathway for
singers from age 7 to adult within the Codetta family of choirs. The members are drawn from schools
throughout the Derry City and Strabane District Council area and meet for weekly rehearsals throughout
term time. The girls from the Youth Choir were privileged to participate with the choral group Tenebrae
in a performance of Owain Park's Footsteps, conducted by Nigel Short, as part of the City of Derry
International Choir Festival in October 2017. They were delighted to be given a similar opportunity as
part of last year’s festival when they performed alongside The Marian Consort in Gabriel Jackson’s Stabat
Mater. In 2019 they participated in the International Choral Festival of Wales. They are delighted to be
participating for the first time in this wonderful festival.

ST MOLAGA'S SENIOR CHOIR
CONDUCTORS MAIRÉAD KIELY & JENNIFER FERGUSON

St. Molaga's School Choir was established in 1992 by Patricia Hegarty. In 2008, it split into Junior and
Senior Choirs as the school community grew. The choir sings annually at school liturgies, community
events and concerts.They have been prizewinners at the Drogheda Youth Choral Festival, Balbriggan
Summerfest and Feis Ceoil. Children from St Molaga’s Choir sang and recorded all the songs and hymns
on the Religious Education ALIVE-O CD’s from 1996 to 2004.  They sang to over one million viewers when
they performed ‘Winter Wonderland’ on the Late Late Toy Show, officially bringing the ‘big snow’ of 2010.
Senior Choir enjoyed their first trip to Peace Proms this February in the RDS Dublin.





ST COLUMBA'S NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOIR
CONDUCTOR AILSE NOLAN

St. Columba's National School Choir is from Glasnevin, north of Dublin City. The choir is made up of
voluntary members from 3rd to 6th class, who come together to rehearse twice a week before school.
The girls have discovered that singing is a great way to start the day. They perform at school events, and
enjoy taking their singing further afield to perform in local churches and at choral festivals. They were
invited to perform at the Teachers Inspire event in DCU in October and have performed for the Trinity
College Research in Childhood Centre. Last Christmas they spent an evening in the Mater Hospital, where
they performed for staff and patients who would be spending Christmas in the hospital. Last year they
were awarded second place at the Wesley Inter-schools Music Festival and Feis Ceoil
competitions.Festival. 

WESLEY COLLEGE SENIOR CHOIR 
CONDUCTOR BRIAN DUNGAN

Wesley College has a long, proud choral tradition and the College’s Senior Choir has achieved
tremendous success over the last number of years. The members are are drawn from fourth, fifth and
sixth year. The Senior Choir are multiple competition winners at Feis Ceoil, Cork International Choral
Festival, Feis Maitiu, the Sligo International Choral Festival, Wesley's own Interschools Music Festival,
Navan Choral Festival and Kilcoole Festivals. The choir has performed in venues both at home and
abroad, taking them to the National Concert Hall, St Ann's Church, St Patrick's Cathedral, Christchurch
Cathedral, Belfast's Titanic Centre, Sacre Couer Basilica and St Martin in the Fields, the Centre Culturel
Irelandais.  The Senior Choir also make frequent appearances on RTE television and radio.

PARTICIPATING GROUPS

LORETO BALBRIGGAN SENIOR CHOIR 
CONDUCTOR ANGIE FLYNN

Loreto Balbriggan Senior Choir is a three-part female choir made up of over 80 vioces from senior
students in Transition year, 5th and 6th year. Their repertoire is a blend of choral music from classical,
popular and gospel genres. They sing at all school liturgical occasions and perform at evening gala
concerts, during Music Week, Emmanuel concert in the Helix and at various other performing
opportunities and competitions. They are conducted by Angie Flynn and accompanied by Katherine
Kearns, both music teachers at Loreto Sceondary School, Balbriggan.

TULLYALLEN NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOIR
CONDUCTOR NIALL MOONAN

Tullyallen Choir was set up three years ago. It is made up of 70 very dedicated children from third to
sixth class. The children practise weekly on their lunch break and love singing and performing for their
friends and family. They have participated in the School Stars Competition in the TLT in Drogheda for the
last three years which they have thoroughly enjoyed. The group recently recorded a song for their local
football club. They perform a wide genre of songs from pop to rock. According to the children the best
part about participating in the choir is that they ‘get the chance to have fun singing with their friends’.

MAYNOOTH EDUCATE TOGETHER CAMPUS CHOIR
CONDUCTOR ERIN DOLLARD

Maynooth Education Campus Chamber Choir is a mixed voice choir of students from first to sixth year.
Established in 2016, the choir enjoys a busy performance schedule including Christmas concerts, school
ceremonies, fund raising events in the local community, concerts for local senior citizens and performing
at the Educational Training Boards National congress at the K.Club Hotel.   The Chamber Choir were
delighted to host St Stephens Episcopal Choir USA under the tutelage of Ms. Kendra Welton-Lipman in
March 2018. The choir have recently returned from a hugely successful trip the the Malta International
Christmas Choral Festival in December 2019 where they performed at the Irish Embassy to Malta. In
December 2019, they also collaborated with the Maynooth University Chamber Choir and Charlie
McGettigan for a memorable Christmas Concert.



THE ISOBARS 
CONDUCTOR AOIFE  MURRAY

The Met Éireann choir, ‘The Isobars’ was founded in early 2017 and is based at Met Éireann HQ in
Glasnevin, Dublin. The choir is made up of serving and retired members of staff from all across the
organisation. The choir’s repertoire is comprised of mostly of weather-related songs. These went down
a storm when the choir performed at the annual conference of the European Meteorological Society in
2017, at ‘The Wind the Shakes the Island’, a conference at the RDS in 2018, as well as at the Workplace
Choir of the Year Competition in 2017 and 2018. More recently, the choir has contributed to the Met
Éireann podcast. The choir is lucky to have a resident accompanist, fellow staff member and multi-
instrumentalist, Dónal Black.

ALLTECH WORKPLACE CHOIR 
CONDUCTOR HANNAH EVANS

The Alltech choir were founded in August 2017. The late Dr. Pearse Lyons founder and president of
Alltech Inc, a leading global animal health and nutrition company, conducted business by doing what
made his heart sing. Upon the completion of his restoration of St. James' Church in Dublin, as a
surprise,  some staff got together to serenade him with some of his favourite songs. Such was his
enjoyment after listening and singing alongside them that he came up with the idea of putting a more
permanent workplace choir together. The Alltech choir was born.  Staff have noted a much greater
sense of inclusiveness and self-worth and believe that the workplace choir has brought an added
dynamic of teamwork and positivity in the workplace.

BALINTEER YOUTH CHOIR 
CONDUCTOR THOMAS KEHOE

Balinteer Youth Choir was established in November 2019, under the aegis of Ballinteer Male Voice
Choir. The aim of the choir is to bring primary aged boys and girls from the community together to
socialise and have fun. Furthermore, we educate these singers through a choral training programme.
To date, the choir have performed twice over Christmas, raising over €500 for a children's charity.

BANKNOTES 
CONDUCTOR TRACY NAGLE

BankNotes is the workplace choir of the Central Bank of Ireland, and part of the staff Sports & Social
club. The choir was formally founded in late 2017, but it follows on from many years of music and
drama activities in the Bank. The choir has about sixty active members and meets once a week to
rehearse for an hour at lunchtime. The choir have performed at charity fundraising events for Focus
Ireland, The Simon Community and Aidlink for Turkana, and continue to raise money each year
through their singing.  In 2018 we joined in the celebrations for the Central Bank's 75th anniversary at
two events for serving and retired staff. We made it to the final of the Workplace Choir 2018, after only
6 months together. 

PARTICIPATING GROUPS
ST MARY'S HIGH SCHOOL DOWNPATRICK
CONDUCTOR CATHAL MURPHY

St. Mary's High school is an all girls secondary school located in Downpatrick. The choir are actively
involved in school life providing music for all of the school's celebrations and liturgical events. The choir
have performed several times on BBC Radio Ulster and RTE Lyric FM. During the academic year the
pupils sing a wide variety of repertoire from plainchant right through to compositions by some of the
students themselves. Choir is a very important part of school life and the pupils over the years have
enjoyed singing in some beautiful venues like St. Anne's Cathedral, Clonard Monastery and Down
Cathedral. We are all delighted to be taking part in the Fingal International Festival of Voices.





AIB CUSTOMER SERVICES BE WELL @ WORK CHOIR 
CONDUCTOR RUAIDHRÍ O DÁLAIGH

AIB Customer Services, based over several sites, has an active employee Be Well @ Work group. First
set up in 2015, it has organised events and comes up with new ways of making the work environment
as positive as possible for the 1,800 colleagues working across Customer Services. Understanding the
health and wellbeing benefits of taking part in a choir, the choir was formed in September 2018 by
colleagues based in Adelaide Road, Dublin. Directed by Ruaidhrí Ó Dálaigh, this all-inclusive choir brings
together members across a diverse range of ages, abilities, departments and roles within Customer
Services. The AIB Customer Services Be Well @ Work Choir are the 2019 Winners of the Talent@Work
Competition as part of the Great Place to Work Awards.

PARTICIPATING GROUPS
BTA'S 
CONDUCTOR ELIZABETH HILLIARD

Founded in 2017, the choir name "The BTA'S" is a play on both the abbreviated version of Brown
Thomas Arnotts (BTA) and also stands for The Bass, Tenors, Altos & Sopranos.  The choir has members
from across all parts of the business and welcome new members regularly.  Research has shown that
singing can bring colleagues together, break down barriers, encourage better teamwork and build
confidence and self-esteem in the workplace.  This has certainly been the case for The BTA'S. In 2018,
they competed in the National Workplace Choir of the Year competition and have performed for the
annual Retiree's Christmas Luncheon and at other team events. Over the last number of years, the
choir are proud to have raised almost €10,000 for homeless charities at Christmas.

EY WORKPLACE CHOIR 
CONDUCTOR EOIN CONWAY

EY Choir Ireland was formed in November 2017. Since then, the group has involved singers from EY
offices in Dublin, Belfast Galway and Waterford. They featured on air as part of RTÉ's Choir for
Christmas Competition. They have perfomed at high-profile internal events, including the Entrepreneur
of the Year Gala. EY Choir is Directed by Michael T. Dawson an d Eoin Conway.

HUBSPOT CHOIR 
CONDUCTOR  MICHAEL FAY

HubSpot Choir formed in September 2019. Fresh from their very first perfromance on 4 March 2020,
then they sang in front of colleagues to launch HubSpot's new Dublin office. The ensemble are keen to
participate in Fingal International Festival of Voices. HubSpot Choir is conducted by Michael Fay.

AETERNA 
CONDUCTOR BERNARD SEXTON

Aeterna is one of Dublin’s newest choral ensembles. Its members have sung together in various Dublin
choirs over the years and, united by their love of singing, they have come together to present a wide
range of music written for male a cappella chorus. The group is directed by Bernard Sexton who also
performs with the group.



PARTICIPATING GROUPS
LA LA LADS
KEVIN SHEEDY, FERGUS CAHILLANE, FANKIE FLOOD, ISHAN BANIK

The la la lads have come together to sing at the Fingal Festival of Voices. They are four excellent
musicians who sing with multiple groups, including Anúna, The Ramparts and previous Irish
Barbershop champions, Autotunes. They sing many styles of music from classical to traditional and
have a great love of the barbershop sound. 

EUPHONICS
CONDUCTOR CIARÁN KELLY

Euphonics is an a cappella chorus based in Dublin. The group was founded by Ardú in 2018 and
consists of young singers from across the city, specialising in contemporary a cappella music. They have
won the national contemporary competition at Derry Choir Festival 2018 and perform regularly at
venues such as Liberty Hall, City Hall and Freemasons' Hall in Dublin. in 2020 Euphonics will undertake
their second recording, with music arranged by the group, and perform at Cork International Choral
Festival. They are directed by Ciarán Kelly.

MIXED BLESSINGS
MARY MCGRAW, SIMON MCGRAW, NOEY MCELWEE, DAVE WHITTLE

Mixed Blessings is a mixed barbershop quartet who formed to sing at the Irish barbershop convention
in 2017. They came in third place on their first outing and became the open mixed quartet champions
in 2018. They are representing Ireland in the World Mixed Finals in Dortmund, Germany in April 2020.
We are looking forward to entertaining you in March 2020 at the Fingal International Festival of Voices.

ASCOLTA VOCAL ENSEMBLE
DIRECTOR AUDREY KEOGHAN

Ascolta is a self-conducted choral ensemble based in Dublin, Ireland. The name "Ascolta" was chosen
because it's an Italian word which means "listen". The creative focus of Ascolta is to actively listen to
one another to achieve a unified blend and direction in the group's sound, also known as the "Pyramid
of Sound".  The group is made up of singers who, despite not being full-time musicians, share a passion
for music and strive to perform together as much as possible. Ascolta were thrilled to have been named
the Runners Up in the RTE Lyric FM Choirs for Christmas Competition 2018. Through Ascolta's most
recent charity Christmas Concert it raised approx €1,900 for Pieta House.

CANTAIRÍ ÓGA ÁTHA CLIATH 
CONDUCTOR BRIAN DUNGAN

Cantairí Óga Átha Cliath is a female voice choir based in Rathmines and was founded in 1960 by
Proinsias Ó Ceallaigh. The choir has both a Junior and Senior section who have enjoyed huge success
over the years under the baton of the late Brian Ó Dubhghaill, winning awards in many competitions in
Ireland and across Europe. Bernie Sherlock took over the Senior choir in 2015 and most recently in
2018, Brian Dungan became musical director. The Extensive repertoire championed by Cantairí Óga
Átha Cliath includes both sacred and secular works from many periods of musical history. They were
the winners of the Female Choir Competition in Feis Ceoil 2019. The choir are delighted to celebrate its
50th anniversary this year.







PARTICIPATING GROUPS
CÓR FINGAL 
CONDUCTOR EOIN CONWAY

Cór Fingal was set up by former members of Enchriadis Chamber Choir and Fingal Choral programme in
order to continue and develop the tradition of choral music initiated by Dr Marion Doherty in 1988. The
choir is conducted by Eoin Conway and has won various awards at different Choral Festivals. In 2019,
the singers brought home no less than two gold awards from the Mayo Choral Festival. The choir
regularly organises social events and puts a big emphasis on being part of a vibrant community of adult
singers, who want to challenge themselves musically.

FRIENDLY VOICES
CONDUCTOR CAROLINE CUTLIFFE

Friendly Voices is a Choral Group that comprises of Transition Year students from St Josephs Rush and
Senior Citizens from the local area. We have a cup of tea and a catch up each week before we get stuck
into our choral warm ups and repertoire. Prior choral experience is not a requisite but you MUST be
willing to have fun. We practice once a week in St Joseph's secondary school, Rush. Our conductor is MS
Caroline Cutliffe and our administrator is MR Ciaran Reade. The choir formed in September 2018. This
is our first ever competition. In May 2019 we received an award from DCU for our contribution to
‘intergenerational’ work in our community. We hope you enjoy our performance. 

SALUTARIS 
CONDUCTOR OLGA YANUM

Salutaris is a mixed choir, organised in 2007 by Olga Yanum and performing various kinds of sacred
and secular choral music, classical and modern, including compositions written specially for the choir.
Salutaris has united people of different professions, from artists to IT managers, amateurs of music
and choral singing. The choir has already had concerts in 18 countries all over the Europe: Slovenia,
Belarus, Spain, Italy, Poland, Bulgaria, Serbia, Montenegro, Latvia, Lithuania, Germany, Russia, Ukraine,
France,  Ireland, Estonia, Great Britain and Northern Ireland and Austria.Salutaris recorded two music
albums with modern choral arrangements of Belarusian folk songs.

SKERRIES SEA SHARPS
CONDUCTOR NAOISE WHEARITY

The Skerries Sea Sharps choir was founded in October 2010 by five local women in Skerries, Co. Dublin.
The SATB choir practices once a week and performs throughout the year at concerts and other events.
In 2013, the choir had the great honour of singing for President Michael D. Higgins at the opening of a
special memorial in Skerries for those lost at sea. More recently, the choir has competed successfully at
national choral festivals.  The choir were also placed in both the adult and popular music categories of
the Navan Choral festival 2019. The choir attaches great importance and contributes to the cultural and
community life of Skerries and is always eager to participate in local events. It makes regular donations
to local and national charities from its events receipts, an important dimension of its community ethos.

STELLAR!
CONDUCTOR THOMAS KEHOE

Stellar! is a mixed voice SATB choir based in Rathmines, Dublin 6. The choir was formed  in January 2018
by Aoife O’Gorman bringing together parents from Kildare Place School, Rathmines. Since then we have
expanded to include members from the wider local community and we are currently 40 singers in total.
Our musical director is Thomas Kehoe. We have a varied musical focus including contemporary songs
and jazz standards as well as classical pieces. We regularly perform at concerts and events, most
recently at The Amphitheatre for Culture Night. We were awarded second place in the Chamber Choir
category at the AIMS Choral Festival in New Ross in May 2019. As a relatively new choir we are always
looking for different opportunities to perform together.



PARTICIPATING GROUPS

VOICES OF THE BOYNE
CONDUCTOR CLAIRE GROGAN

Voices of the Boyne is an all-female community choir based in Drogheda, Co. Louth, set up by Louise
Mahony and with Claire Grogan as musical director. The choir has an ethos of openness and inclusivity,
with a view to promoting positive mental health. They opened their doors in September 2018, after a call
went out online in search of like-minded people to join together for music-making and merriment. They
have gone from strength to strength since. Within months of forming, the choir had three successful
Christmas performances under its belt and went on to win the First Time Competitors Competition at the
Mayo International Choral Festival in 2019. Having just performed their own sold-out Christmas concert
in December, the choir now looks forward to many more events in 2020 and beyond.

CONTINUUM YOUTH CHOIR
CONDUCTOR BLANAID MURPHY

Continuum Youth Choir was formed in September 2018 and comprises girls who were members of St
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral Girls’ choir and boys who were members of the Palestrina Choir in the Pro-
Cathedral in Dublin. The choir participated in their first competition, the prestigious Derry International
Festival in October 2019. They achieved first in the National Pop Jazz and Gospel competition and first in
the Sacred Music competition. They also achieved joint second place in the Mixed Voices competition.
Other performances include a concert with the Bach Singers in 2018 in St Anne’s Church, Dublin, a
concert in City Hall in March 2019 and a number of Christmas events in 2019 including singing in Dublin
Castle and singing on RTE Radio One on Christmas morning. The choir is directed by Blanaid Murphy.

THE CARRAIG DOVE CHAMBER CHOIR
CONDUCTOR JULIE SHANLEY

The Carraig Dove Chamber Choir - also known as the Carraig Doves are a mixed voice chamber choir
based in Blackrock - Carraig Dubh! We like to coo and sometimes crow to lots of different styles of music,
from Mozart to madrigals, jazz standards and folk songs. We meet every Tuesday evening from 8pm in
Blackrock wine cellar and are lead by Julie Shanley. Please contact us if you would be interested in joining
our sonorous flock of Doves - and some Hawks!

DUBLIN AIRPORT SINGERS
PROF. PAUL DEEGAN

Dublin Airport Singers is a long-established choir based in North Dublin, Ireland. Under the guidance of
Musical Director, Paul Deegan, the choir has a diverse repertoire encompassing sacred, secular, ancient
and modern music from many countries and cultures. We perform regularly at home and aim to travel
abroad once a year. We have an annual Christmas concert in All Hallows church, and have recently added
a regular summer concert in this beautiful venue. The candlelit Christmas service for the Christchurch
Cathedral group of parishes is a regular fixture in our festive season calendar. We also love singing in the
Arrivals hall at Dublin Airport to welcome those returning home for Christmas from all corners of the
world.

THE RAMPARTS
CONDUCTOR RUAIDHRÍ Ó DÁLAIGH

The Ramparts are a Dublin based a cappella chamber choir set up in 2016 by Ruaidhrí Ó Dálaigh. Inspired
by the likes of Westminster Chorus from the USA and Swedish group, Zero 8, they love to sing close
harmony repertoire from a myriad of styles such as barbershop, pop, folk, traditional Irish and classical.
The Ramparts' first performance was in St Michan's church for RTE’s Reflecting the Rising in March 2016.
They’ve also competed on BBC One TV show; Pitch Battle & TV3's Ireland's Got Talent. They’ve had guest
appearances on the Joe Show, Ireland AM, Newstalk with Seán Moncrieff and more recently featured on
RTE 1’s Carols from The Castle.  The Ramparts are delighted and honoured to be part of this new exciting
choral festival.



ST PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH CHOIR
CONDUCTOR EDEL MURRAY

For over 70 years St. Peter and Paul's Parish choir has helped minister the music in their local parish.
Some current members have been attending since they were children. Community has always been at
the centre of their message. In the past they have performed Carol services nearby Ardgillan Castle as
well as regularly volunteering to sing at local nursing homes. In December 2019 they performed
alongside Balbriggan Gospel Choir in aid of local charity 'remember us' to great success. Over the years
they have been under the leadership of many local and international musicians, most notably Larry
Dunne, Sr. Kay, Patricia Byrne and Sarah Waldron. In early 2019 the choir came under the joined
musical direction of Edel Murray and virtuoso organ player Mary Gantley. 

DOLCE
CONDUCTOR DEIRDRE NÍ CHAOMHÁNAIGH

Based in Dublin, Dolce mixed voice choir began in 2005 with sixteen members and a first prize in the
Oireachtas choral competitions, under the name Canaigí Cantabile. From these humble beginnings,
Dolce has grown not just in numbers, (it now has around 80 members), but also in achievements. Dolce
has won competitions in choral festivals around Ireland. We perform in competitions and concerts an
The Dolce Ethos is ‘to provide enjoyable choral singing to our members in a friendly and positive
atmosphere with a focus on developing individual vocal techniques and musical literacy, enabling the
choir to develop in standard and performance. As a community we experience shared joy and also loss.
At every concert performance we remember our members who have sadly passed. Touching members’
lives in a positive way is central to who we are and what we do.

PARTICIPATING GROUPS

LAMBAY SINGERS
CONDUCTOR

The Lambay Singers is an SSA choir based in North County Dublin. The Choir was established in 1998
and is currently under the musical directorship of Ciaran Kelly.
Our recent events include a collaboration masterclass with Michael McGlynn (of Anúna) and American
conductor Henry Leck in June 2019, which culminated in a concert in Christchurch Cathedral with three
other American choirs.

TONE COLD SOBER
CONDUCTOR AILBHE HAYES

Tone Cold Sober is a long-established mens barbershop chorus based in Co Sligo, practicing weekly in
the Ballisodare. Since their establishment they have been very active in both competition and concert
performances and have been prize winners in the Irish Association of Barbershop Singers national
competitions on many occasions. They are currently under the direction of Ailbhe Hayes.

CODETTA
CONDUCTOR DÓNAL DOHERTY

The international prize-winning choir Codetta was formed in 2001. Since then, Codetta has earned a
reputation for choral excellence and has given many concerts both nationally and internationally,
including performances in the United States, Italy, Spain, the Czech Republic, Norway, Slovenia and
Switzerland. Past highlights include two Prom performances in the Royal Albert Hall in London, Last
Night of the Proms in Belfast, BBC Sports Personality of the Year broadcast live to an audience in
excess of 8 million viewers, and a concert of works by the American composer Mohammed Fairouz.
Highlights for the year ahead include a concert tour to Mexico, with performances in Tequila and
Guadalajara.



PARTICIPATING GROUPS
SERENDIPITY
CONDUCTOR PAULINE EDMONDSON

Serendipity chorus has been singing and performing for 15 years this year.
We are a group of 48 women of all ages and from all walks of life. We compete in our annual
Barbershop Convention each October and have won 3 silver and one bronze medals in the past. We are
the current silver winners of 2019. 
We also won the entertainment category with our rendition of 'Thriller' at our Convention in Waterford
a few years ago.  We enjoy singing and socialising together.

BLINGMASTERS
CONDUCTOR BECKY GILBERT 

Blingmasters is a female Barbershop Chorus based in North Dublin. It was founded in 2018 by Becky
Gilbert. The chorus is based on the foundational principles of good singing and fabulous dresses.
Blingmasters were 2018 Irish Association of Barbershop Singers Female Chorus Champions, and
winners of the trophy for highest performance score in 2019.  The chorus currently has 35 members
aged between twelve and fourtysomething and gives opportunity to young women to sing and perform
who otherwise may not be able to participate due to the demands of young families, busy jobs and
busy lives. Blingmasters’ aim is to be a force for good in the world, and give our ladies an outlet to have
fun, enjoy singing and meet nice people. 

HARMONY FEDERATION 
CONDUCTOR LINDA CORCORAN

Harmony Federation is a 30-strong male ‘a cappella’ group singing in the Barbershop style, founded at
the Irish Association of Barbershop Singers (IABS) Convention in 2011, to become Ireland’s National
Men’s Barbershop Chorus. We draw our members from all over Ireland, most of whom also sing with
other groups – mixed voice, male voice, musical societies. Our Director since 2015 is the award-winning
Linda Corcoran who brings a wealth of experience, boundless energy and a deep and genuine passion
for close harmony singing and we are going from strength to strength under her direction. The highlight
of 2019 for us was being invited to sing at a Garden Party in Aras an Uachtaráin.

FINGAL GOSPEL CHOIR
CONDUCTOR DAVID FLOOD

Fingal Gospel Choir are a community gospel choir from North County Dublin. Established in March
2012, the choir rapidly expanded from a small group of friends singing for fun to a big group producing
an even bigger sound, now consisting of over 60 voices. Fingal Gospel Choir are all about community
spirit, cooperation and teamwork and enjoying the opportunities given. Their mission is to spread joy
and happiness through singing and performing for the people - by the people. The Sligo International
Choral Festival 2013 was the Choir’s first ever competitive performance and were awarded the First
Place trophy in the SATB Competition. In 2014, they were awarded Second Place in the Mixed Voices
competition at Navan Choral Festival, and in November of that year the FGC returned to Sligo
International Choral Festival to defend the title.

THE SEASHARPS 
CONDUCTOR LIZ FOSTER

The SeaSharps are a chorus of 13 souls from Portmarnock, dedicated to fine singing and entertainment
in the A Cappella and barbershop style. Mostly we do this for fun... but it's even more fun to gain the
recognition of your peers: at the annual Convention in October 2019 run by IABS, the Irish Association
of Barbershop Singers, The SeaSharps were crowned National Mens Barbershop Chorus Champions!



PARTICIPATING GROUPS

WEST WICKLOW VOICES
CONDUCTOR CONOR O'REILLY

West Wicklow Voices (formerly West Wicklow Choral Society) was formed in the summer of 2014 by two
music students from Maynooth University. Conor O'Reilly took over as conductor in November 2014. The
choir has performed with some of the finest musicians & singers in Ireland as well as with the 2012 Irish
Choir of the Year, the Tullamore Academy Chamber Choir. In 2019 WWV put on a series of concerts
entitled the French Connections featuring Fauré’s Requiem which they’ll perform again in 2020 with the
County Kildare Orchestra. WWV have given a number of overseas concerts including in Sant’Agnese fuori
le Mura and the Irish College in Rome in 2017 and at the Costa Barcelona Music Festival in Calella in 2018.

BALROTHERY JUNIOR SINGERS
CONDUCTOR ANNA HEFFERNAN

The members of Balrothery Junior Singers range in age from eight to twelve (2nd class – 6th class). There
are currently eighteen singers in the choir. We rehearse in the Heritage Centre, Balrothery every Monday
night and present two concerts every year – one at Christmas and one in May. In May, in addition to
ensemble pieces, the children are encouraged to sing solo or in a small group. The Christmas concert is
usually a short musical or pantomime. Previous productions include: Cinderella, The Wizard of Oz, Beauty
and the Beast, Hansel and Gretel and, most recently, Rock Nativity. The Balrothery Junior Singers are very
excited to be participating in the festival.

THE SANDBARS
MARTIN DONOGHUE, GERRY FARRELL, MICHAEL GOODMAN, SEAN MARTIN

The Sandbars are; Tenor - Martin Donoghue, Lead - Gerry Farrell, Bass - Michael Goodman and Baritone -
Sean Martin. They are the 2018 National Quartet IABS Gold Medalists and are looking forward to
competing in the Fingal International Festival of Voices. They love to entertain audiences in Sligo where
they are based and further afield. They are really getting excited about competing in the Spanish
Association of Barbershop Singers Convention in Alicante this coming April.

PORTMARNOCK SINGERS
CONDUCTOR CATHY MCEVOY

The Portmarnock Singers are a mixed voice choir from the picturesque seaside resort of Portmarnock,
North Co. Dublin. The Choir was established in 1976 to foster excellence in choral singing combined with
fun and friendship. The “Singers” have successfully maintained that focus over the years and in 2016
celebrated their 40th anniversary with great pride. They have performed in the National Concert Hall,
the Helix, Farmleigh House, Dublin Castle, Dublin Airport, RTE 1, Lyric FM and further afield in Prague,
Baden Baden and Krakow.  The choir’s competitive instinct has seen them competing at many Choral
Festivals including Sligo, Navan, Arklow, Cork, and Dublin Feis Ceoil., while their commitment to the “
Community” aspect of the choir is evidenced by their regular performances at local charity and
community events.mas Concert is eagerly awaited to launch the festive season in Portmarnock.

BALBRIGGAN GOSPEL CHOIR
CONDUCTOR DAVID FLOOD

The Balbriggan Gospel Choir was set up in January 2018, with the aim to bring all members of our
community together to have fun and to sing with one voice. The choir is led by Musical Director David
Flood, assistant director Edel Murray, and a small committee of hard working and dedicated choir
members. It is only early days for the Balbriggan Gospel Choir, but the choir have quickly progressed
and will continue to grow and develop their sound through singing and performing for the community.



PARTICIPATING GROUPS

4 PIECE SUITE
ROS BREMNER

4 Piece Suite has been together since 2008. We have had one member change since then and we enjoy
singing together very much. We have participate in the IABS convention on a regular basis and all sing in
a barbershop chorus based in Bray called Serendipity. We have sung many times for charity, but the
high point for us was singing at one of the President's garden parties in Aras an Uachtarain.

THE BIT PLAYERS
SEÁN VAN HAASTER, AARON VAN HAASTER, DAVID LAWLESS,
EOIN HARRINGTON

The Bit Players are a newly formed barbershop quartet who will be making their debut performance at
the Fingal International festival of voices. The members are Aaron van Haaster (Lead), Seán van Haaster
(baritone), David Lawless (bass) and Eoin Harrington (tenor). The Bit Players met through their
membership of the Ramparts Chamber Choir who have performed on a wide variety of television
programmes, venues and music festivals across the UK and Ireland. The Bit Players sing a wide variety of
Barbershop songs which will no doubt entertain listeners of all ages.

ONE TIME
JAMES GILBERT, RUAIDHRÍ Ó DÁLAIGH,
CATHAL CLINCH, ANDREW GREALLY

One Time is a group of overly busy friends who thought they
would sing some barbershop one time. They came, they saw, they
sang, they disappeared. Some have called them the Scarlet
Pimpernel of Barbershop, the Keyser Söze of harmony, the
Gatsby's of Afterglow. But, if you have a tag, if no one else can
help, and if you can find them, maybe you can ring with: One
Time.

THE FIVE LAMPS
BRENDAN KEENAN, NIGEL VAHEY, CONOR CRONIN, EAMONN DOHERTY
The Five Lamps are current champions of male barbershop in Ireland. The group have singing together
for just over a year and took the Irish Association of Barbershop Singers convention by storm in 2019.
winning gold on their first time out. Based in Dublin, the Five Lamps bring a unique flavour of fun to
every performance. 
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THANK YOUS



www.fingalinternationalfestivalofvoices.com

Fingal International Festival of Voices is proud to welcome over
2000 singers, from more than 60 ensembles around the world, to
the seaside town of Balbriggan, County Dublin, to take part in four
days of singing, competitions, spoken word events, and cultural
exchange.

Competitions are the highlight of the festival, and take place on
Friday and Saturday all around the town of Balbriggan. The winners
of the four large-choir competitions (Sacred Music, Folk Music, Open
Competition and Barbershop Chorus) will qualify for the Grand Prix
at 8pm on Saturday, where they will perform in front of the full
panel of adjudicators and a packed audience. The Grand Prix
champion will receive a specially commissioned trophy and prize
money of €3000.

Throughout the festival there will be pop-up singing events, a food
market,  choral trail, events for children and adults, céilí’s and music
workshops.

FESTIVAL 2020
DIVERSITY, COMMUNITY, INCLUSION 
Celebrating Diversity, by building Communities through Inclusion.

 


